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TO  H  I  S  GRACE 


JAMES 

Duke  of  CH A  N  DOS, 
M  A  R  CLU I  s  and  Earl 

O  F 

CARNARVON, 

AND 

Baron  CHAN  DOS 

O  F  ^ 

SUDELT 


May  it  Pleafe  Tour  Grace 

TO  Pardon  the  Prefumption  of  this  Addrefy 
and  Permit  the  following  Difcourfe  to  paf 
into  the  World  under  Tour  ProteBion, 
The  Melancholly  Subject  of  it y  may  (/ 
hope)  be  an  Advocate  for  ity  and  incline  Tou  to  grant 
that  Favour  which  I  had  not  the  Confidence  to  Ask. 

The  Calamitous  State  of  a  ISleigbbouring  Coun¬ 
try  has  Jlirr  d  up  an  univerfal  Fear  of  the  Approach¬ 
ing  Danger  j  and  the  Mifery  that  is  round  about  usy 
has  engagd  our  Tendereft  CompaJJion. 

A  2  It 


The  DEDICATION. 

It  was  this  that  recommended  this  Difcourfe  to 
^hofe  that  heard  it ;  and  their  Charity  towards  the 
Dijirefs  d^  inclind  them  to  cover  the  multitude  of  its 
faults^  and  entertain  too  kind  an  opinion  of  this  im^ 
perfeSl  l^eprefentation  of  their  Diflrefs. 

I  cannot  mention  that  equally  Candid  and  Learn¬ 
ed  Audience^  without  rememhring  that  the  Joy  and 
Crown  of  the  %)niverfty^  and  the  rifng  Ornament 
and  Support  of  Church  and  State^  the  Marquis  of 
Carnarvon  was  prefent^  who  indeed  was  con- 
fiantly  a  part  of  Hhat  Audience* 

This  has  encouragd  me  to  believe  that  Tour 
Grace  will  alfo  receive  it  with  Favour^  fince  Tour 
Char  alter  is  adorn  d  with  Charity  ^  and  Tou  efteem 
it  Tour  Greatejl  Glory  to  Jhew  Compaffion  to  the  Af 
filled. 

May  Tour  Grace  long  continue  to  imitate  That 
truly  Great  Frince^  who  was  fiild  the  Delight  of 
Mankind  s  and  to  tread  in  the  jleps  of  One  Infinite¬ 
ly  Greater^  who  went  about  doing  Good* 

t  »  „  • 

Thefe  are  the  Sincere  and  Earnefi 
Prayers 
of  Tour  Graces 

Mofl  Obedient  Humble  Servant^ 


Thomas  Newlin. 
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He  made  a  way  to  his  cylnger.  He 
/par'd  not  their  Soul  from  ‘Death ; 
hut  gave  their  Life  over  to  the  Te- 
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are  in  the  Earthy  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  World  will  learn 
l^ghteoufnefs.  And  the  pre- 
fenc  Seafon  is  certainly  a 
proper  Time  for  us  to  ap¬ 
ply  our  lelves  to  this  ne- 


ceflary  Study,  yea  the  Time  is  come  when  we 
fhould  break  off  our  Sins  by  Repentance,  and 
haften  to  turn  away  the  Wrath  of  the  Al¬ 
mighty.  For  the  Calamities  of  a  Neighbouring 
Country  call  upon  us  to  confider  our  Sin  and 
Danger,  and  bid  us  awake  out  of  our  Secu¬ 
rity,  while  the  Defiroying  Angel  as  yet  with¬ 
holds  his  hand  and  fuipends  the  Execution  of 
Vengeance. 


B 


The 


6  A  Faft-Sermon  French’ d  before 

The  Divine  Mercy  has  long  waited  for  our 
Amendment,  and  endeavour’d  to  draw  us  with 
the  cords  of  Love,  But  the  abufe  of  its  Patience 
will  aggravate  our  Guilt  and  Mifery,  and  make 
our  Plagues  wonderful  when  it  can  no  longer  bear 
with  our  Ingratitude. 

We  may  behold  the  method  of  God’s  Pro¬ 
ceeding,  in  his  dealings  towards  the  Egyptians. 
He  at  firft  intreated  Pharaoh  to  let  his  People  go: 
But  when  the  unmerciful  King  refus’d  to  releafe 
them,  he  inflidred  a  variety  of  Punifliments 
upon  the  Land,  infefting  even  the  Court  it 
pfal.  78.  felf  with  Frogs  and  Lice,  giving  the  Increafe  of 
their  Fields  to  the  Caterpillar.^  and  their  Labour 
unto  the  Locufi.^  dehroying  their  Flocks  with 
Hail.,  and  their  Herds  with  Thunder, 

But  He  was  more  Tender  of  the  Life  of 
Men,  till  He  had  us’d  all  the  means  ofPerfwa- 
fion  in  vain;  and  Pharaoh  return’d  to  his  for¬ 
mer  Hardnefs,  though  he  feem’d  for  a  Time  to 
be  melted  into  a  compliance.  Then  He  was 
con  (train’d  to  execute  his  Jlrange  work,  and  give 
his  Indignation  full  Icope  to  exert  it  felf. 

His  Goodnefs  pleaded  for  them,  and  flood 
in  the  way  to  check  and  abate  his  Anger,  while 
it  yet  had  hopes  of  working  upon  them :  but  at 
laft  he  fuffer  d  his  whole  Dtjpleafure  to  arife,  and 
remov'd  every  let  and  hindrance.,  that  the  Mini- 
fters  of  his  Wrath  might  go  forth  as  a  Gyant  to 
run  their  Courfe. 

The  chief  of  all  their  Strength  were  blafled  im¬ 
mediately  by  the  Peftilence,  and  faded  away 
juddenly  likp  the  Grafs,  at  the  Breath  of  his  In¬ 
dignation. 
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dignation.  The  Palace  and  the  Dungeon  were 
equally  expos'd  to  the  fpreading  Calamity,  and 
the  King  of  Terrors  diftinguilh’d  not  between 
the  Prince  and  the  Captive.  The  Firjl-born  of  the 
People  were  offer’d  as  firft-fruits  to  the  Grave; 
and  Pharaoh  and  all  the  Egyptians  were  difturb  d 
by  an  univerfal  cry  at  Midnight^  becauft  the 
Arrow  that  flieth  in  darknefs  devour  d  their 
Offspring  with  fwifc  Deftrudion,  and  there 
not  an  Houfe  where  there  was  not  one  Dead.  ^ 

This  dreadful  Difpenfation  fo  nearly  refem- 
bles  the  Occafion  of  our  appearing  before  God 
this  Day ;  that  I  cannot  but  hope  tor  your  fix  d 
and  ferious  Attention,  while 

Firji  I  obferve  that  God  is  fore  d  to  make  a 
way  to  his  Anger,  when  He  punilhes  a  Peo¬ 
ple  in  this  furprizing  manner. 

Secondly^  Whilft  I  confider  the  wretched  con¬ 
dition  of  a  Nation  vifited  with  the  Pe- 
ftilence. 

Thirdly^  While  I  fliew  the  End  and  Defign 
for  which  it  is  inflided.  And 

Laflly^  Whilft  I  endeavour  to  convince  you 
of  the  neceffity  of  anfwering  this  End  and 
Defign.  And 

Firfi^  1  obterve  that  God  is  forc’d  to  make 
a  way  to  his  Anger,  when  he  Puniflies  a  People 
in  this  furprizing  manner. 

B  2 


It 
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It  is  the  Diftinguifliing  Glory  of  Man  that 
he  bears  the  Image  of  his  Maker;  and  he 
does  not  in  any  refpeit  more  plainly  refemble 
him  than  in  Charity  and  Compaflion.  And  as 
this  is  its  own  Motive  and  ftirs  up  it  felf  to  re¬ 
lieve  the  Poor  and  Needy;  and  the  Bowels  of 
Mankind  are  pain’d  and  troubled,  unlefs  they 
afford  them  Relief;  fo  the  Goodnefs  of  God 
excites  him  to  be  kind  to  the  Miferable,  and 
is  an  effectual  Advocate  for  the  Sons  of  Men. 

We  need  no  other  Interceffor:  thd  Abraham 
he  ignorant  of  us^  and  IJrael  acknovoledge  us  not^ 
yet  God  himfelt  will  plead  for  us,  and  either 
obtain  from  Himfelf  the  Bleffings  that  we  de- 
lire,  or  prevent  the  Dangers  that  we  fear. 

And  even  when  our  Sins  provoke  him  to 
fhew  his  Difpleafure,  his  Mercy Jia7ids  in  thegap^ 
and  rettrains  his  Vengeance  from  executing  it 
felf  upon  us;  It  importunately  begs  for  a  lit¬ 
tle  more  patience  and  forbearance;  and  when 
he  is  going  to  ftrike,  prevails  with  him  to  put 
it  off  from  day  to  day. 

All  the  Divine  Perfed:ions  are  Infinite,  and 
therefore  cannot  properly  reftrain  each  other; 
neither  is  there  any  occafion  for  it,  becaufe 
they  ad:  in  perfed  Harmony  and  Agreement, 
rfalin  8s.  and  in  all  God’s  dealings,  Mercy  and  Truth  meet 
together^  J^ghteoufnefs  and  Peace  kifs  each  other. 

But  yet  fuch  is  the  condefcenfion  and  Good- 
nefs  of  God,  that  He  is  pleas  d  to  reprefent  his 
Juftice  and  Indignation,  as  under  a  ftate  of  con¬ 
finement,  limitted  and  held  in  by  his  milder 
Attributes,  and  hardly  fuffer’d  to  appear,  till 

ab- 
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abfolute  Neceffity  compel  them  to  draw  their 
Sword. 

Nay  he  feems  to  offer  violence  to  himfelf, 
when  he  proceeds  to  punifli  his  Creatures,  and 
yields  to  it  with  Regret,  as  to  his  laft  Remedy, 
which  He  ufes  only  when  their  cafe  is  defpe- 
rate,  and  no  other  means  will  prevail. 

When  he  vouchfaf’d  to  converfe  with  Abra-- 
haniy  and  communicate  his  Intention  of  de- 
ftroying  the  City  that  had  fin  d  up  the  meafure 
of  Iniquity^  he  gave  his  Faithful  Servant  the 
largett  Opportunity  of  Interceding  for  it,  and 
Infinitely  exceeded  the  Patience  of  the  meekefi 
of  Men^  waiting  till  there  was  no  room  for 
Interceffion,  and  Abraham  could  intreat  no 
more. 

If  there  had  been  Fifty  FJ,ghteous  within  the 
City ;  If  there  had  been  forty  and  Five-^  if  there^ 
had  been  Forty -y  if  there  had  been  Fhirty^  If 
there  had  been  Twenty  5  if  there  had  been  Ten 
l^ghteotis  found  there  i  He  would  not  have  de^ 

Jlroy d  it  for  Tens  fakoi  but  would  have  re- 
joycd  that  Dufl  and  Ajhes  had  prefum  d  to 
ipeak  to  him,  and  had  fav  d  the  City  from  De- 
ftru(3:ion._ 

What  Man  is  he  that  has  an  Arm  likg  God^ 
and  can  Thunder  with  a  Voice  like  him}  yet  fo 
low  does  he  ftoop  to  his  Creatures,  that  he 
permits  Jacob  to  wreftle  with  him,  and  alfo  to 
prevail. 

And  when  the  Children  of  Ifrael  worfijipp  di^c^l  106, 
the  Calf  that  they  had  made^  and  turnd  thetr^^^^^' 
Glory  into  the  fimtlitude  of  an  Ox  that  eateth  Hayi 

He 
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He  fufFer’d  Mofes  to  refift  the  fiercenefs  of  his 
Anger;  and  as  if  Man  had  been  too  ftrong  for 
God,  he  even  befought  him  to  give  way  to 

Exod.  31.  and  (aid,  Let  me  alone^  that  my  Wrath  may 
wax  hop  againjl  them^  and  that  I  may  confume  them. 

We  cannot  wonder  that  he  fhould  /et  bounds 
to  the  People  round  about^  that  they  might  not  break 
through  and  perifli  at  the  fight  of  his  Prefence  on 
the  holy  Mountain, 

But  we  cannot  fufficiently  wonder  at  his 
Goodnefs  for  reftraining  his  Anger,  and  fetting 
bounds  to  it,  that  it  may  not  break  forth  and 
confume  his  People. 

Numb.  The  Incenfe  offer’d  bv  Aaron  is  fo  effedtual 
with  him ,  that  Jlands  as  a  partition  Wall  be- 
tween  the  Living  and  the  Dead^  and  the  violence  of 
the  Plague  is  flay'd. 

I  Chi'on.  even  before  David  is  inclin’d  to  raife  an 

Altar  to  his  God,  the  Deftroying  Angel  is  re- 
ftrain’d ;  and  the  God  of  Mercy  and  Compaffion 
‘  lays  it  is  enough^  flay  now  thy  hand. 

But  Miferable  are  the  People  that  force  him 
to  make  a  way  to  his  Anger ^  and  Ihew  forth  all 
his  Difpleafure.  IChe  Pefl Hence  goes  before  Him^ 
and  he  compaffes  them  about  with  an  Hoft  of 
Dileafes  s  Which  brings  me 

Secondly^  To  confider  the  wretched  condition 
of  a  Nation  vifited  with  the  Peftilence. 

But  it  is  difficult  to  confider  it,  fince  the  Di¬ 
vine  Compaflion  can  hardly  bear  to  infli(3:  it, 
and  is  conftrain  d  to  turn  away  it  felf  before  it 
is  inflided. 

\ 
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It  is  a  melancholly  part  of  the  Paftors  OfEce, 
to  vifit  thofe  unhappy  People,  that  groan  un¬ 
der  this  Calamity:  and  it  is  an  ungrateful  work 
to  attempt  to  reprefent  it.  Happy  are  we  that 
we  can  only  form  uncertain  conjectures  con¬ 
cerning  it,  and  draw  but  faint  fliadows  of  it. 
Happy  are  we,  that  1  am  no  more  able  to  make, 
than  you  are  to  bear  a  perfeCt  Defcription  of 
this  dreadful  ftate:  it  is  more  than  enough  to 
hear  the  diftant  Reports  and  Ecchoes  of  a 
wretched  Peoples  Groans. 

When  Xerxes  had  gather’d  an  Army  that  co¬ 
ver  d  the  face  of  the  Earthy  he  look’d  back  on 
the  multitude  of  Nations  that  march’d  under 
his  Banners ;  and  he  wept^  his  Eye  ran  down  with 
water^  becaufe  he  confider’d  with  himfelf,  that 
within  the  fpace  of  an  hundred  Years,  this  vaft 
Army  would  fall  a  Prey  to  the  King  of  Ter¬ 
rors,  and  not  fo  much  as  one  Man  would  re¬ 
main  to  give  Teftimony  to  his  Conquefts. 

And  have  not  we  more  reafon  to  weep? 

Ihould  we  not  wifh  that  our  Head  were  Waters^ 
and  OUT  Eyes  a  fountain  of  Tears^  that  we  might 
weep  day  and  nighty  for  .  the  many  Thoulands 
that  have  been  iwept  away  from  one  City  only, 
within  the  compafs  of  a  few  fleeting  Months, 
by  the  noifom  Pefiilence} 

How  doth  the  City  fit  folitary  that  was  full  c/Lam.  i.i 
People  !  How  is  Jhe  become  a  Widow !  Jhe  that  was  • 
great  among  the  Nations ^  and  Princefs  among  the 
Provinces ! 

Her  XI er chants  were  Princes^  her  Traffickers  theKo., 
Honourable  of  the.  Earth.  But  now  file  is  De¬ 
folate.  As 
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As  foon  as  the  Almighty  permitted  his  Fury 
to  go  out  againft  her,  (lie  became  the  Dread  of 
all  the  Nations,  and  an  Aftonifliment  to  every 
People.  None  came  to  her  folemn  Feafls'^  Her 
Temples  were  fliut  ups  Her  Trade  Janguiflid; 
and  Her  Merchandife  was  ftiunn  d  and  abhorf  d. 

From  the  time  that  the  Peftilence  went  forth, 
it  continually  (eiz  d  a  multitude  of  her  Inhabi¬ 
tants:  Morning  by  Morning  itpafs  d  over^  by  Day 
and  by  Night  it  defiroy  d;  and  it  was  vexation^ 
only  to  hear  the  Report  of  her  Dettrudtion. 

No  dillindlion  of  Age,  no  ftrength  of  Life 
avail'd  s  but  the  flower  of  Youth  faded  away, 
at  the  blaft  of  the  Difeafe,  and  loft  in  an  In- 
ftanc  its  Bloom  and  Beauty.  And  They  that 
were  yefterday  untainted,  and  enjoy'd  the  Per- 
fedlion  of  Health,  are  cover’d  to  day  with  pu- 
trifying  Sores,  and  turn’d  into  a  mafs  of  Cor¬ 
ruption.  ‘ 

The  young  Children  drew  in  Poyfon  from 
their  Mothers  Breafts,  and  died  while  they  were 
yet  hanging  upon  them ;  or  (which  is  yet  more 
afflidiing)  the  Parents  were  fnatch’d  away  while 
they  were  giving  fuck. 

The  Streets  were  full  of  Death,  and  the  In- 
fe6tion  feiz’d  the  People,  while  they  pals’d 
through,  and  would  not  fuffer  them  to  fly  to 
their  Beds  for  or  their  Couch  to  eafe  their  Com^ 
plaint. 

In  vain  is  thej*e  Balm  in  Gilead:  In  vain  are 
there  Bhyficians  there^  for  the  Peftilence  baffles 
all  their  Arts,  and  triumphs  over  all  their  Re- 
Ecclus38.medies.  The  Skill  of  the  Bhy/ician  usd  to  lift  up 

his 
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his  head'y  and  in  the  fight  of  great  Men^  he  was 
wont  to  be  in  Admiration :  for  his  Knowledge  came 
from  the  Mo[l  High^  and  by  his  Hands  did  the 
Lord  heal  Men^  and  take  away  their  Pains, 

But  now  his  Medicines  were  ufelefs;  and  he 
himfelf  fell  into  the  jaws  of  Death,  while  he 
endeavour’d  to  refcue  the  Miferable. 

The  dying  Perlbns  had  fcarcely  Time  to 
beg  for  Mercy,  or  receive  the  charitable  Af* 
fiftance  of  the  Minifters  of  God. 

And  thofe  Faithful  Minifters  that  difcharg  d 
the  neceflary  Office,  were  daily  devour’d  by  the 
Plague,  and  perilh’d  glorioufly  in  the  per¬ 
formance  of  their  Duty.  And  that  great  Ex¬ 
ample  of  undaunted  Piety  and  Courage,  Their 
Bilhop,  ftood  almoft  alone  Miniftring  to  his 
'  Flock,  while  a  Thoufand  fell  befide  him^  and  Ten 
Thoufand  at  his  l^ght  Hand,  And  he  was  not 
afraid  to  ftand  even  in  the  midft  of  Death, 
and  hold  faft  his  Affection  to  his  People,  in 
That  Dreadful  Day  of  their  Calamity,  when 
the  common  Offices  of  Humanity  ceas’d,  and 
even  the  'Ties  of  Friendftiip  were  Diflblv’d. 

The  Provident  Fathers  could  no  longer  take 
care  of  their  Families;  The  Tender  Mothers 
could  watch  no  more  over  their  Children ;  The 
Faithful  Friends  were  unable  to  cleave  to  the 
Objecfts  of  their  Affediion,  or  help  them  in 
the  Time  of  Need ;  but  fled  to  the  greateft  di- 
ftance  from  them,  and  avoided  the  loathfom 
Spe(ftacle  of  the  fpreading  Diftaft. 

They  could  not  attend  in  the  laft  Hour,  to 
wipe  off  the  Sweats  of  their  Languifliing  Bo- 

C  dies, 
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dies,  or  receive  their  dying  Breath,  left  That 
Breath  fliould  be  the  Peftilence. 

And  not  only  the  Offices  of  Friendfliip  were 
Deftroy’d,  but  all  Relations  were  frequently 
Taken  away,  and  one  undiftinguiftiing  ftroke, 
cut  off  the  Servants,  the  Children,  the  Parents, 
the  Brother,  and  the  Friend. 

The  common  Danger  fuperfeded  every  pri¬ 
vate  Concern ;  and  it  feem’d  to  be  more  than 
enough  for  every  one  to  guard  himfelf. 

The  Chambers  of  the  Grave  were  not  large 
enough  to  receive  the  number  of  its  Guefts, 
and  the  Land  of  Darknefs  could  not  contain  the 
daily  increafing  Multitude. 

Thofe  that  died  of  grievous  Deaths  had  none  to 
Lament  them^  none  to  Bury  them.  They  are  as 
Dung  upon  the  face  of  the  Earthy  and  their  Cair~ 
cafes  are  'Meat  for  the  Fowls  of  Heaven.^  and  for 
the  Beafls  of  the  Earth.  The  City  is  made  an 
Open  Sepulchre and  their  Bodies  are  fcatter  d  at 
the  Graves  mouth.^  as  when  one  cutteth  and  cleaveth 
Wood  upon  the  Earth.  And  the  heaps  of  Dead 
that  lie  in  the  Streets,  feem  to  fay  to  the  Paf* 
fengers  ( if  there  are  ft  ill  any  Pallengers)  Is  it 
nothing  to  you^  all  ye  that  pajs  by.^  that  we  can¬ 
not  hide  our  Corruption  in  the  Earth,  or  find 
a  place  in  the  Grave  ? 

Nor  does  the  Sword  of  Vengeance  ftop  in 
the  City :  its  CommiflSon  reaches  farther ;  and 
the  Plague  fpreads  its  baleful  Influence,  not- 
withftanding  the  ftridfeft  caution,  and  the  moft 
watchful  endeavours  to  prevent  it. 

For 
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For  when  God  in  his  Anger  commands  it  to 
extend  it  felf,  it  flies  upon  the  wings  of  the  Wind^ 
and  the  Winds  and  Storms  fulfil  the  word  of  God, 
The  poyfon  d  Air  communicates  the  lnfed:ion, 
and  every  Vapour  becomes  an  Arrow  of  Death. 

Wherefbever  the  Waters  flow,  they  carry 
Vengeance  along  with  them,  and  pour  forth 
Mifery  on  every  fide. 

The  Ships  that  approach’d  to  That  unhappy 
Port,  which  was  the  Center  of  This  Calamity, 
are  forbidden  to  come  into  the  Havens  where  they 
would  be^  and  the  wretched  Mariners  are  dri¬ 
ven  from  every  Land. 

And  when  the  Plague  rages  amongft  them, 
and  the  Famine  alfb  diftreflTes  them,’  They  can¬ 
not  obtain  the  neceffary  fupplies  of  Food  or 
Phyfick,  for  every  Shore  becomes  an  inhof- 
pitable  Shore,  and  every  Country  is  forc’d  to 
be  unnatural  in  its  own  Defence, 

And  even  when  the  Storms  and  Tempelts 
have  driven  them  towards  the  Land,  and  Ship¬ 
wreck  has  depriv’d  them  of  an  Habitation  upon 
the  Waters,  they  have  been  treated  with  mer- 
cilefs  Cruelty,  as  if  they  were  the  worft  of 
Enemies,  and  denied  the  benefit  of  a  miferable 
Life,  becaufe  they  were  ablTX)rr’d  as  the  Mini- 
fters  of  Death. 

But  I  fear  I  have  trefpafs’d  upon  your  Hu¬ 
manity,  and  may  be  charg’d  with  violating  the 
Tendernefs  of  Nature,  unlefs  I  draw  a  Veil 
over  this  melancholly  Scene.  1  fliali  therefore 
fliew, 


ly 


Thirdly^ 


1 6  AFaJi-Sermon  Vreachd  before 

Thirdly^  The  End  and  Defign  for  which  the 
Peftilence  is  infli<5l:ed. 

As  to  the  People  that  have  fufFer  d  this  ter¬ 
rible  Panifliment,  we  may  charitably  prefume, 
that  it  has  wrought  its  perfeU  Work  upon  them,^ 
and  brought  forth  Fruits  meet  for  Ffpentance. 

Let  not  any  Difference  of  Religion  tempt 
us  to  fit  in  Judgment,  or  pafs  our  Cenfures  upon 
them.  They  that  died  of  the  Plague  have  (I  am 
perfwaded)  made  a  juft  ufe  of  the  fliort  oppor¬ 
tunity  that  was  vouchfaf’d  to  them,  and  im¬ 
prov’d  the  Day  of  their  Calamity  into  a  Day 
of  Salvation, 

Their  Souls  are  wafti’d  in  the  Blood  of  That 
Immaculate  Lamb  that  was  flain  to  take  away 
the  Sins  of  the  World.  And  whatfbever  De¬ 
filements  they  might  have  contracted  in  the 
midft  of  this  miferable  and  naughty  World, 
are  purg'd  and  done  away,  and  they  are  pre- 
fented  pure  and  without  fpot  before  God. 

1  Cor.  15.  And  even  their  Bodies  that  were  fown  in  Cor- 
42- j  43-  ruption^  will  be  rais  d  in  Incorruption^  that  were 
fown  in  Dijhonour^  will  be  rais'd  in  Glory ^  that 
were  [own  in  Weaknefs^  will  be  rais'd  in  Power, 

And  the  Remnant  that  is  left,  thofe  few  that 
furvive  thefe  fpeCtacles  of  Mortality,  do  (1 
hope)  fee  how  frail  and  uncertain  their  own 
Condition  is,  and  fo  number  their  Daysy  that  they 
ferioufly  apply  their  Hearts  to  the  Holy  and  Hea¬ 
venly  Wifdom. 

And  we  ought  to  make  it  our  daily  Prayer, 
that  they  may  be  entirely  cleans’d  from  the 
Corruption  of  the  Plague,  and  (which  is  a 

greater 
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greater  Bleffing)  may  caft  off  the  Corruptions 
of  an  Erroneous  Religion,  and  enjoy  the  Light 
of  the  Gofpel  in  its  Clearnefs  and  Purity. 

But  whatfoever  was  the  End  and  Defign  of 
their  Afflidlion  with  refped:  to  themfelves;  we 
ought  more  deeply  to  confider  it  as  it  relates  to 
us.  Inftead  of  fuppofing  that  the  fufFering  People 
were  Sinners  above  all  other  People^  we  fhould  13. 
conclude,  as  our  Saviour  has  taught  us,  that  ex- 
cept  we  P^pent^  we  Jhall  all  likewife  Perijh, 

There  is  always  Mercy  in  the  midjl  of  Judgment^ 

Mercy  even  to  Thofe  upon  whom  it  immediate¬ 
ly  falls  j  and  more  efpecially  to  Thofe  that  be¬ 
hold  their  Neighbours  Calamity,  without  Par¬ 
taking  of  it. 

When  the  Almighty  has  fpoken  to  us  from 
time  to  time  with  his  fmall  Foice^  and  we  turn 
away  our  Ears  with  fcorn  and  contempt;  He 
is  conftrain’d  to  fpeak  with  the  louder  Voice  of 
his  Judgments ;  and  the  God  of  Goodnels  is 
compeird  to  fhew  him  allb  a  God  of  Power. 

It  grieves  him  to  yield  to  this  conftraint, 
and  even  then  his  Compaffion  hopes  to  find 
Objedfs  meet  for  it  felf,  and  to  awaken  a  care- 
lefs  prefumptuous  World  into  a  fenfe  of  their 
Danger  and  Duty. 

The  Profane  Scoffers  may  impioufly  imagin 
that  the  Lord  hath  not  fent  his  Minifters,  and  may 
ridicule  their  Office,  as  a  crafty  invention :  But 
they  cannot  prefume  to  Invade  that  Office 
when  they  fee  the  Fire  coming  out  from  the  Lord^ 
toconfume  the  Men  that  durft  offer  Incenfe  with¬ 
out  a  Divine  Commiffion, 

Jf 
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Numbers  If  K^rah^  Dathan^  and  Ahiram  die  the  common 

Death  of  all  Men^  they  may  pafs  unregarded  as 
the  Beajls  that  perijh :  But  if  the  Lord  make  a  nevo 
things  and  the  Earth  open  her  Mouthy  and  [wallow 
them  up^  with  all  that  appertain  to  them^  and  they 
go  down  quick  into  the  Pity  then  furely  the  Im¬ 
penitent  will  confels,  that  it  is  dangerous  to 
Heb.  10.  provoke  the  Lord,  and  a  fearful  thing  to  fall  into 
31-  the  hands  of  the  Living  God. 

While  the  Sun  Jhines  upon  the  Evil  and  the  Goody 
the  Evil  will  abufe  the  Mercy  of  Providence, 
and  turn  its  Favour  into  an  ObjecSlion  againft 
it. 

When  Wickednefs  has  ftrengthned  it  felf, 
and  is  fenc’d  round  with  its  own  Confidence, 
in  vain  does  the  Sun^  that  marvellous  Infirument 
pralini9.  ^  the  Mojl  High^  declare  the  Glory  of  God:  in 
vain  does  the  Firmament  Jhew  bis  handy  work; 

Ehe  Moon  that  increafes  wonderfully  in  her  change 
ing^  and  decreafes  in  her  PerfeBiony  gives  her  name 
to  the  Monthy  and  performs  her  circuit  within 
the  compafs  of  it :  But  Days  and  Weeks  and 
Months  pafs  away,  and  few  there  are  that  con- 
fider  by  whom  the  Moon  was  created,  or  who 
it  was  that  appointed  it  to  govern  the  Night. 
Ecc1us43.  Ehe  Stars  fiand  in  their  Order^  and  never  faint 
in  their  watches  y  but  Men  forget  the  God  of 
that  glorious  Order,  and  care  not  to  think  for 
whom  they  watch. 

The  Rains  defcend  to  water  the  Earth,  and 
the  Dew  refredies  the  tender  Plants,  the  hoary 
Frojl  of  Heaven  is  fcatterd  like  AjheSy  and  the 
face  of  the  Deep  is  frozen :  But  no  one  remem¬ 
bers 
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bers  the  Father  of  the  or  him  that  begot  the 

drops  of  Dervj  out  of  whofe  womb  came  the  Ice^  or 
who  hath  gendred  the  Frojl  of  Heaven. 

Since  therefore  the  common  Benefits  of  Life 
make  no  impreffion  upon  us,  and  we  regard 
not  thofe  Mercies  that  are  new  every  Morning ; 
the  infinite  Wifdom  of  God  is  pleas'd  to  afflidt 
us,  and  ule  the  more  powerful  expedient  of  his 
Judgments  to  bring  us  back  to  himfelf  But 
alafs !  even  thefe  fail  to  awaken  us,  unlefs  they 
are  wrought  in  a  Terrible  manner,  and  bear 
the  undeniable  Tokens  of  Divine  Vengeance. 

Every  Day  brings  a  variety  of  Evils  along 
with  it,  and  the  Scene  of  Life  is  full  of  Cala¬ 
mities:  But  whilft  they  are  common  to  every 
Age  and  Country,  and  no  more  than  the  ordi¬ 
nary  effedts  of  our  Fall,  we  confider  not  the 
Hand  that  ftrikes  us,  and  are  not  touch’d  with 
any  apprehenfion  of  Danger. 

The  treacherous  uncertainty  of  Life,  and  the 
filent  approaches  of  Death,  do  not  leflen  our 
Confidence,  or  incline  us  to  watch  for  the  Hour 
of  our  Change. 

When  neither  the  Peftilence  nor  the  Sword 
confumes  the  Nations,  innumerable  Multitudes 
are  ftill  cut  off,  by  ufual  Difeafes :  But  Thou- 
fands  paft  away  without  affedling  us,  and  we 
are  neither  concern’d  for  them,  nor  for  our 
felves. 

Unlefs  the  Almighty  break  forth  in  his  Dif- 
pleafure,  and  fhew  his  Avenging  Hand,  we 
fleep  fecurely  in  our  Sins,  and  forget  that  we 
are  liable  to  Punifliment. 

And 


t 


lO 


AFafl-Sermon  Preach'd  before 

And  fnch  is  the  growing  Confidence  of  Men, 
that  they  deny  the  Providence  of  God,  becaufe 
Pie  does  not  immediately  deftroy  them  5  and 
ridicule  his  Power  till  he  is  Terrible  in  his  Do¬ 
ings  towards  them.  And  they  are  not  afraid  to 
Ifa.  5.19,  fay^  Let  him  make  fpeed^  and  ha^en  his  Work  that 
vpe  may  fee  ity  and  Let  the  Counfel  of  the  Holy  One 
of  Ifrael  draw  ni^  and  come^  that  we  may  kpow  it» 
But  we  then  begin  to  think  of  Judgment, 
when  the  Judge  Jtandeth  at  the  Door,  And  when 
the  Sword  of  his  Anger  goes  thro’  the  World, 
we  at  laft  conclude,  that  furely  the  Lord  is  in  this 
place^  and  we  kpew  it  not. 

We  can  no  longer  be  unmindful  of  our  Dan¬ 
ger,  when  the  Peftilence  haftens  towards  us,  and 
every  Blaft  of  wind  threatens  to  bring  the  In- 
fedfion  upon  us,  and  fpread  the  Conquefts  of  i 
Death. 

Aas  5.  Great  fear  muft  neceffarily  come  upon  all^  when 

Ananias  fell  down  and  gave  up  the  GhoJij  at  hear¬ 
ing  the  Reproof  of  the  Apoftle;  and  Three 
Hours  had  Icarcely  paft,  when  Sapphira  his  Wife 
was  purfued  by  as  fwift  a  Vengeance,  and  the 
feet  of  them  that  carried  her  Husband  to  his  Grave  | 
flood  ready  to  carry  her  forth,  j 

And  as  great  a  fear  fhould  certainly  come  i 
upon  us,  when  Thoufands  of  Families  have  \ 
been  fnatch’d  away  by  as  fiidden  Deftrudfion ;  j 
and  the  Widows  and  Orphans  have  follow’d 
their  Departed  Husbands  and  Parents  to  the  | 
Grave,  before  they  could  make  Lamentation  for 
them. 


The 


II 


The  End  and  Defign  of  thefe  Judgments  is 
fo  open  to  your  viewj  and  your  immediate 
Danger  is  fo  forcible  an  Argument,  that  (1  am 
perfwaded)  I  need  not  long  detain  you,  by  en¬ 
deavouring 

/ 

To  convince  you  of  the  neceffity  of 
anfwering  this  End  and  Defign. 

He  that  ruleth  the  raging  of  the  Seay  hath  made 
the  Waters  our  Bounds  till  Day  and  Night 
come  to  an  end,  and  guarded  us  with  them,  as 
with  a  Wall  on  every  fide.  And  as  he  has  fo- 
cuf  d  us  from  other  Enemies,  fo  he  has  fcreen’d 
us  from  the  Peftilence,  and  not  permitted  it  to 
invade  us,  though  the  King  of  Terrors  is  en¬ 
camp  d  round  about  us. 

^  But  if  we  abufo  this  diftinguifliing  Mercy, 
and  do  not  anfwer  his  gracious  Defigns,  He 
may  turn  the  advantages  of  our  Country  into 
the  means  of  our  Deftrudtion ;  and  the  chan¬ 
nels  by  which  our  Riches  are  convey’d,  may 
convey  the  Plague  to  our  Houfos,  and  bring  it 
at  once  upon  every  part  of  thefo  Iflands.  Our 
Merchants  may  import  Difoafes  with  their 
Wealth,  and  the  Contagion  may  mingle  it  felf 
with  all  our  Stores. 

Our  Danger  is  already  fo  great,  that  we  are 
juftly  afraid  to  receive  them,  and  cannot  but 
fiifpeit  that  they  are  tainted  with  the  Fatal 
Pollution. 

And  though  we  are  ftill  preferv  d  from  it.  Let 
us  nor  grow  Prefumptuous  upon  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  this  Mercy,  or  cherilh  a  vain  opinion 

D  of 
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of  our  felves;  for  we  have  reafbn  to  fear  that 
God  is  angry  with  us,  even  becaufe  he  forbears 
to  ftrike  us.  It  is  too  probable  that  He  is  wea¬ 
ried  with  punifliing  us,  and  has  given  us  up  to 
our  Sins.  Whyjhould  we  be  Jlricken  anymore}  we 
Jhall  revolt  more  and  more. 

If  we  look  into  our  felves,  we  fhall  find  fuf- 
'  ficient  occafion  for  thefe  fears  s  for  our  care- 
leflhefs  and  ftupidity  are  dangerous  tokens ;  our 
difeafe  feems  to  be  delperatej  or  rather  we 
feem  to  be  dead  in  Sin. 

The  Lamp  of  God  is  almoft  gone  out,  and 
the  Fire  upon  the  Altar  is  almoft  extinguilh’d; 
even  the  fhadow  of  Religion  declines  apace, 
•and  the  bare  formality  of  it  hardly  fubfifts; 
and  thole  excellent  Prayers  that  were  compos’d 
by  ConfeiTors,  and  feal’d  with  the  Blood  of 
Martyrs,  are  repeated  in  a  lifelefs  manner,  and 
hardly  fo  much  regarded  as  aTalethap  is  told. 

Nor  is  only  the  want  of  Religion  chargeable 
upon  us,  but  the  moft  infblent  Profanenefs ;  its 
poyfonous  Arrows  fly  abroad,  and  the  Man  is  ac-- 
counted  Happy^  in  the  judgment  of  fome,  that 
%  has  his  ^iver  full  of  them, 

Pfalm  7.  But  if  we  will  not  turn^  God  will  whet  his  Sword : 
135 14*  he  hath  bent  his  BoWy  and  made  it  ready..  He  hath' 
prepared  for  us  the  injlruments  of  Deathy  and  or- 
daifid  his  Arrows  againfl  his  Enemies. 

.  Let  us  n5  longer  perfift  in  our  Enmity,  left 
He  fliould  fummon  us  to  appear  before  him, 
Amos  4.  and  furprize  us  with  that  dreadful  alarm,  Pre- 
pare  to  meet  your  God. 


Let 
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Let  us  embrace  the  opportunity,  if  we  have 
yet  an  opportunity  of  Repentance;  and  let  us 
jly  to  the  Throne  of  Grace^  and  ftek  for  Mercy 
while  it  may  be  found. 

Let  us  efteem  every  moment  of  our  Time,  as 
a  Fearl  of  an  exceedinggreat  price^  and  wiftly  im¬ 
prove  it  into  a  happy  Eternity. 

Let  us  not  murmur  or  repine  at  any  lefler 
Evil,  while  we  are  preferv  d  from  the  great  Ca¬ 
lamity.  Whatlbever  grievance  we  are  tempted 
to  complain  of^  Let  us  remember  that  we  abun¬ 
dantly  deferve  it;  and  it  is  of  the  Lords  Mercies 
that  he  fpares  our  Soul  from  Deaths  and  hath  not 
given  our  Life  over  to  the  Pejlilence. 

Let  not  the  (eeming  lofs  of  our  imaginary 
Wealth,  difturb  the  Peace  of  our  Minds;  and 
Let  us  not  fretagainft  God  for  depriving  us  of 
our  deceitful  Vifion  of  Riches.  The  increaftof 
our  outward  State,  was  like  a  fudden  fwelling 
in  the  Natural  Body ;  and  when  it  began  to 
abate,  it  appear’d  to  be  nothing  elle  but  Cor¬ 
ruption. 

We  flatter’d  our  felves  in  our  Temporal,  as 
well  as  our  Spiritual  Condition,  and  faidj  we 
are  T^ch^  and  increas  d  with  Goods ^  and  have  need 
of  nothing'.  Whereas  in  both  Conditions,  we  were 
wretched  and  miferable^  and  poor  and  naked. 

But  had  thole  admir’d  Riches,  in  the  purfuit 
of  which,  all  orders  and  degrees  of  Men,  and 
even  all  Parties  were  united;  had  they  been  as 
Iblid  and  lubftantial,  as  we  vainly  thought  them; 
had  our  Pofleffions  been  as  great  as  Ambition 
and  Avarice  could  defire :  yet  what  would  they 

D  2  have 


2^3 


AFafl-Sermon  ^reach'd  &c. 

have  avail’d,  if  there  had  been  a  cry  at  Midnight^ 
Behold  the  Deftroying  Angel  is  come?  what 
would  all  our  Stores  have  profited  us,  if  our 
Souls  had  then  been  requir  'd  of  us  ? 

Let  this  conlideration  lilence  all.  our  Com¬ 
plaints;  and  Let  us  value  it  as  an  infinitely 
greater  Bleffing  than  all  the  Treafures  of  the 

we  are  yet  permitted  to  affemble 
in  the  Holy  Place,  and  ftand  in  the  Prefence 
of  God. 

Let  us  therefore  offer  to  his  Fatherly  Gobd- 
nefs,  our  Selves,  our  Souls,  and  Bodies,  to  be 
a  Living  Sacrifice  to  Him ;  and  always  Praife 
and  Magnify  his  Mercies  in  the  midlt  of  his 
Church,  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord. 

To  whom  with  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Ghofl. 
Three  Perfons  and  One  God,  he  afcrib’d  {as  is  ji 
mofl  due)  all  Glory  and  Majefiy,  Dominion  and 
Power  both  Now  and  Ever.  Amen. 


FINIS. 


